2.5 Deputy T.M. Pitman of the Minister for Home Affairs regarding the rights of the public
to be informed by the police if their neighbours kep weapons in their homes:

As it might help the Minister's answer could | jusdy, given the abuse that | have got after the
badly editedChannel Television interview, this is not about requesting an adddioregister for
responsible gun owners. Could the Minister tell weuld he advise us what rights, if any,
members of the public have to be informed by thecedhat their neighbours have a large arsenal
of weapons in their homes?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand (The Minister for Home Affairs):

This question has caused unnecessary upset aidhlegun, sporting and collecting communities.
l, therefore, want to affirm my confidence in thamy responsible gun owners, in the Connétables
who issue gun licences, and in the whole localesydbr the control of guns which maintains high
standards of safety, balanced with a proper prowigor legitimate collectors and gun users. But
for the addendum from the Deputy | would then hgwee on to indicate that | did not think it was
a good idea for information about where guns wexget ko be made known to neighbours, but |
understand that is not what the question is about.

2.5.1 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

Supplementary, mainstream media are great, arentbgy As the Minister said this question is
about protecting the safety because there are @migueople who have been attacked in their own
home from people who possibly need psychiatric laglg are violent. Could the Minister tell us,
therefore, whether an individual who has attackemiene’s house, completely unprovoked, yet
has had a charge of having a sword, throwing knares even quite sophisticated petrol bombs
found at his home dismissed has then been returoex to live next door to an innocent person?
Do those individuals now living in fear have angtti to know the risks that they are facing?

Senator B.l. Le Marquand:

The Deputy is exaggerating, as is his wont, inti@hato the extent of the issues here. | do not
know of any massive sword. The individual in qigstin fact, went to Police Headquarters after
the original incident and surrendered 3 items vialy themselves. The position in relation to
safety of individuals and information the policeyrteave is a matter for discretion on the part of
the police to determine issues where they would nedalance, on the one hand, safety issues and
on the other hand the privacy issues. That isegaisubtle and difficult test which | have every
confidence that the senior officers who would msikeh decisions would make correctly.

2.5.2 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

Supplementary because | am sorry the Minister. isdo resent that comment about exaggerating.
Sophisticated petrol bombs with batteries attachgubrhaps he should listen to the transcripts. Is
the Minister aware that the individual in questaso turned up at his previous employment armed
with a machete? Is that an exaggeration? Witbke his job seriously and tell us what will he do
to protect people because the police have admittey have messed this operation up
spectacularly?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

| resent it being suggested | am not doing my jodperly. The Deputy continues to exaggerate.
On the last occasion he asked a question in whackald | should either apologise or resign. He
then did not indicate to me, and still has not ¢atkd, what that was about. He is prone to
exaggeration.

The Bailiff:
Can you talk to the question, please?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:



Yes, very well. | have detailed information, | iargated what this was about not because the
guestion tells me but because of watching exchaofjemails. | have information as to what was
surrendered and there was not ... | do not hawendtion about a machete; | have information
about a katana knife, whatever that may be.

Deputy T.M. Pitman:
Different cases.
2.5.3 Deputy J.A. Martin of St. Helier:

| do not think this is wide of the mark given thenidter for Home Affairs’ first answer that it is
the Constables who issue gun licences. As thedwinfor Home Affairs, does he not agree that it
is about time we bring this under one authority avad 13? | am very sorry, it is like the
Constables hanging on to Sunday Trading which lljugit about admit they can possibly regulate;
but gun licences, no way.

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

No, | do not agree with that. | have every conficks as | have said, in the Connétables, they have
the local knowledge[Approbation] they are most conscientious, they involve their drary
police to inspect premises as to suitability andsand they make their decisions most seriously
and if | might say, professionally.

2.5.4 Deputy G.P. Southern of St. Helier:

If I can force my way through all this resentme@ould | ask whether the Minister is saying there
is no right to know in answer to the question?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

That is what | am saying. Matters of provisionr@brmation would be discretionary in the police
who have to balance competing issues. There amahuights issues in relation to rights of
privacy and so on which counterbalance issues fadtysa It is a matter for decision in any
individual case.

2.5.5 Deputy G.P. Southern:

Supplementary, if | may? Does the Minister consithat it might be a good idea and will he
investigate the possibility of giving such a rightneighbours of such people?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

In my view that would be clearly contrary to hunraghts principles for the reasons | have already

said. It is a matter of balancing differing issueBhere are issues here of what we are talking
about, in terms of size. Every household has gotds which potentially are extremely dangerous.

Are we going to have a situation where the poliagehto inform a neighbour that because their

neighbour may be unwell or psychiatrically ill, &@as the case in this case, that they have kitchen
knives which are dangerous? That really does raddensense.

2.5.6 Connétable A.S. Crowcroft of St. Helier:

Does the Minister have any empirical evidence fttexttralising the function of firearms for
licensing would be in any way more efficient oryide a better security for the public?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

No, I do not. | also have full confidence in th®lidy of the Connétables to balance the risks... the
issues which are involved because inevitably iati@h to gun licences there will also be, then, a
balancing of different types of issues. | haveagmonfidence in their ability to do that sort of
exercise sensibly. The alternative, frankly, woloddto centralise the control in the States ofejers
Police Force and there is no doubt that the State¥ersey Police would give the overriding



concern in relation to public safety. | persondlive my doubts as to whether they can provide the
same independent degree of balance as is providetlently by the Connétables.

2.5.7 Deputy S. Pitman:

Could the Minister tell Members under the Humanh®&gLaw what protection does the victim
neighbours have against such criminals?

Senator B.l. Le Marquand:
Well they have the normal protection of the crinhiiaav.
2.5.8 Deputy M. Tadier:

While | do not have any particularly strong viewstbis, would the Minister not agree that he has
given a spurious answer to Deputy Southern wherdmepares kitchen knives being a general
threat and guns because surely he realises thatdoes not need a licence issued from a
Connétable or anyone else in order to own a kitdtréfe? Would he clarify that statement or

accept that it is a spurious argument?

Senator B.l. Le Marquand:

This is exactly the problem that arises when a Manasks a question that looks as if it is about
guns and then says it is not about guns. | amdrio@ answer the question in the context of what
Deputy Trevor Pitman says it is about, which walsalmut guns.

2.5.9 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

Absolutely. If | have got a reputation for exaggerg the Minister has got a reputation of
incompetence and it is well merited. This is nbobwa the Constables or criticism of the
Constables, my question is petrol bombs with bagerquite sophisticatedly made up; the
constituents have been living in fear for 14 montihe case was dismissed. They have been
attacked in their own home, 8 ball bearings shaiugh their windows, been told by the police to
live with their curtains closed and their doorskied. Does the Minister take that seriously? | am
not exaggerating.

Senator B.l. Le Marquand:

Of course | take that seriously but now the Depsityoing into the area of the prosecution which is

not a matter for the police at all. The policeduce a report: they did so professionally. They

dealt with this matter professionally. They theasged that on to prosecutors. Prosecutors then
decide which cases are charged and the matterctiraes to court and judges then decide what
happens. Now, it so happened in this particulae dhat some charges were withdrawn by the

prosecution. | have no idea why that is but thatathing whatsoever to do with the police.

2.5.10 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

Could the Minister just answer the question becawséd he tell us, and my constituent who is
listening, why that elderly couple could not bedtdhat their next door neighbour had petrol
bombs?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

| do not know the answer to that. | do not knowaat whether they were told or were not told in
relation to that. If the Deputy would care to wrib me in the normal way - email would do fine —
to ask me specific questions, | will take those ap,| normally do, with the police and find out
specific answers.

25.11 Connétable P.J. Rondel of St. John:

Before you move on could | just say that Deputym@in mentioned that gun owners were
criminals. There is no such thing as a crimindtige ...



Deputy T.M. Pitman:
| did not say that all.
The Connétable of St. John:

No, your good Deputy Shona Pitman said gun ownesgew.. if you would want to listen to
Hansard, | am sure that is what she said, andftirerean | assure the House, as a Connétable, and
we have been discussing guns recently at variowings, no criminals are issued gun licences.
Statistics will show that, in fact, the numberasd than 5 per cent of any crimes are committed by
non licensed holders of weapons.

Deputy S. Pitman:

Can | just clarify that | did not say that everyomko has guns are criminals; | meant those who
have committed offences.



